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Hello! My name is Marilena Diaz and I am here to inform you on how homicide has personally impacted my family and I. This essay will give you knowledge of why it happens, the impact on others; and how the citizens of Rochester and the courts can make a difference. 

May 18, 2017 is the day my life changed forever. My parents received a call and all I heard was, “He got shot”. Who got shot? My brother. I was nervous and anxious about the possibilities, but my worst nightmare became a reality. My brother, Larry Morales Jr was attacked and shot coming out of the corner store on Dewey and Glendale Park. Those individuals that murdered my brother tried to robbed him. They wanted his money and jewelry, but they failed, and one more life was taken out of this world.

To this day, my family and I still live without answers. While those involved spend holidays and birthdays with their loved ones, you can find my family and I spending those moments at Riverside Cemetary staring at a headstone. This left me thinking, “Why do homicides occur? Did they experience trauma? Did they want to prove themselves to someone? Is it out of envy?” It can be an endless amount of reasons, however only the person pulling the trigger has the answer. 

	The questions I listed above are real reasons as to why homicides transpire. It could have been because one has faced trauma and they wanted to feel like the one in power. Death has had an effect on younger kids; they hear it in music or see a music video and think its the coolest thing. Young adults have joined gangs because of past experiences such as their parents not being around or even because their parents were addicts, there are many more reasons, but these are the main two. Kids at my school love the idea of being in a gang but they don’t realize the consequences. These circumstances cause kids to drop out of school, which is a reason why RCSD’s graduation rate is so low. It can be harder for people to get the good they want or need to support themselves financially.

	Murdering can impact a child and what they do in the future. They couldn’t go to college and it can be harder to get a job without a high school diploma. Like I said before it can become harder to be financially. This tends to happen a lot, but some don’t reach this stage of their life. When kids leave school they can join the wrong groups of kids that have hold of the wrong things. Some past homicides from Rochester have been with the wrong group of kids that told them to kill others because of drama or fights. When the murderer killed it’s victim, the group of kids left him. The person that caused the harm eventually got caught and was sent to jail. Those actions could also impact your family and the family of the person you are harming. What I mean by family is the person's friends, classmates, and the people of their blood.






The victim’s close family that they grew up with will take the death harder than anyone else. I can make that connection, it has been a really hard 2-3 years without my older brother. At first I thought I wouldn’t stop crying over my brother and the pain was non-stop. I can’t even imagine how much harder it was for my father and his mother. Other’s that were my brothers really close friends suffered as well. I bet it is the same for other families when they experience death. It is very tramatising and heartbreaking, but we all get better in the process.


One idea that I've had in mind that could help lift Rochester from it’s evil side. We can go around to neighborhoods where the homicides mainly occur and remove illegal guns from homes. The Rochester Police Department went out to neighborhoods and successfully got ahold of 9 guns in one week! We need to do something about illegial guns, so if someone is in possetion of an illegal gun, then we can give the person a sentence. We also need to make jail time longer for homicidal actions. We can make that change.

My family and I started making that change by creating a nonprofit organization. My family is very active, so in honor of my brother we base our organization on sports. The Forever 22 organization is a way to show that we can all come together and not have to focus on the violence and hurtful things around us. The Forever 22 organization includes all age groups. Last summer Forever 22 had a soccer clinic for age groups from 2-10 years old. It was 6 weeks long and we teach from the basics to playing scrimmages and all have a good time. We also have had volunteers that help all the kids and help teach the children. We would like to change minds about violence and show our love for one another. Forever 22 isn’t just an organization, it is also a family.

This essay was just to explain how we can uplift Rochester and what we need to do as a communtiy. Hopefully I put your thinking into a different perspective about homicide. I want to do anything in my power to change Rochester from the crime, but there isn’t enough power in the world. Citizens of Rochester, we need to change from our past and focus on the future. Like I always say “ You decide how your future turns out, so why not make the best of it?”



