
Just Law
Community  Courts  Education

For a chance to win a JUST LAW Gift pack, 
participate in the Just Law program  by writing the 
250 word essay on what justice means to you.
Essay Rules and guidelines: Research the justice system and how the courts 
work. Write a well thought out and well-written 250 word essay based on 
“What Justice Means to Me”

 One entry per student, per school 
 Grades 6,7,8 and 9 ONLY 
 Students must have at least 90% attendance at school— no more than two missed days a month.  
 Parental consent is required 

Type or print your responses on the back of this form and complete ALL parts. You must provide 
clear and accurate contact information (phone number and email addresses)

Deadline for entry: Monday, January 20, 2020

Top 12 essay winners will present their essays at the Hall of Justice in the Spring 2020 and 
receive prizes and an opportunity to be mentored by members of the Rochester Black Bar 
Association and Court Leaders. Student Information (Please print clearly):

Name

Street Address City State Zip

Secondary Address			 City State Zip

Cell Number (1)        Cell Number (2)  

Email (1)      Email (2) 

School							       Grade

  PARENTS APPROVAL (REQUIRED, PLEASE CHECK THE BOX)          Date

Fill out your essay on the next page.



Return your essay by January 20, 2020. Please mail or email to: Liliana M. Ruiz • City of Rochester 
Mayor’s Off ce • 30 Church Street – Room 308A • Rochester, NY 14614 • (585) 428-6588  
email: Liliana.ruiz@cityofrochester.gov

“What Justice Means to Me” Essay (no more than 250 words)

Type your essay in the blue box


	Name: Lianis Pena Aguila
	Street Address: 594 La Grange Avenue
	City: Rochester
	State: NY
	Zip: 14615
	Secondary Address: 
	City_2: 
	State_2: 
	Zip_2: 
	Cell Number 1: 585-284-9481
	Cell Number 2: 
	Email 1: 
	Email 2: 
	School: 
	PARENTS APPROVAL REQUIRED PLEASE CHECK THE BOX Date: X
	Grade: 
	date: School 17-Grade 8
	essay:              What justice means to me is that everyone in this country gets an equal chance at opportunities and justice regardless of where they were born or where they live.  Justice means regardless of where one was born, whether it is in this country, another country, born to a wealthy family or a very poor family, everyone will have a chance at the same opportunities and equality under the justice system.
	We live in a justice system that seems to be two different justice systems: one for those who are wealthy and those that are poor.  We have two different justice systems: one for those that live in the city and those that can live in the suburbs.  That is clearly not justice and it does not work then if it is not the same for everyone.  How many times does someone in the city or someone poor get arrested for something minor yet if the same thing is done in the suburbs or a rich neighbor it gets ignored by the police or they will not arrest that person committing the crime.  They are given more of a warning or some simply a pass because they may live in a better neighborhood or their parents have more money and have influence.  I see this everyday in my community where I live in the city and I know this is not justice.  I saw this clearly when I first moved here and I still see it every day.  One cannot control where they are born or who they are born to, yet the justice system seems to divide us among these lines.  This is definitely not justice to me.
	What justice means to me is that is that under the eyes of justice everyone is treated equally.  Everyone is treated equally in true justice regardless of their birthplace or where they live.  Everyone is treated equally in true justice regardless of what language one speaks or the color of their skin.



